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Use of AI tools in preparing this proposal must be disclosed using the checklist below (mark X under “Yes” or “No”). 
There are no categories of AI use that disqualify a proposal from being submitted to the committee. However, the 
oral examination will directly probe the scientific reasoning behind the proposed aims, hypotheses, experimental 
design, and anticipated outcomes. The student is expected to be able to explain, defend, and critically evaluate every 
element of their proposal, including its weaknesses, as if they prepared the proposal entirely.  

Comprehensive Exam B - AI Checklist Yes No Comments 
AI was used to search for relevant literature 

AI summarized or drafted the background/significance 
section 
AI was used for idea generation for Specific Aims 
(NIH)/Project Summary (NSF) 
AI was used for idea generation for the proposed 
Approach 
AI suggested experimental design or methodology 

AI suggested approach or analyses 

AI identified potential pitfalls / alternative approaches 

AI generated the initial outline, or revised a student-
generated outline (indicate which) 
AI generated the initial draft of one or more proposal 
sections 
AI provided structural/organizational feedback (e.g., 
reorganized text, flagged unclear sections) 
AI made grammar and language corrections  
AI condensed/shortened text to fit page limits  
AI generated or formatted citations/references  
AI generated the title  
AI generated figures (indicate which)  
AI was used as a reviewer to critique the draft  
AI was not used at all  
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